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Anti-Racists mobilise in Belfast 


PETER Robinson's disgraceful attack 
‘on Muslims brought thousands onto the 
streets in protest. 4000 people attended 
a rally at Belfast City Hall at short no- 
tice while the following week saw 8000 
people march through the city despite 
torrential rain. 


Robinson's inflammatory comments 
about 'not trusting Muslims lead directly 
tw racists attacks. 

‘Shortly afterwards there were attacks 
in the city centre against a local umbrella 
seller and in Sliabh Dubh in West Belfast 
against a Nigerian man who lives there 


with his famiy. 
The Belfast Anti Racism Network re- 
sponded quickly to hese antais c 

serpari reseb 
‘Sov solidarity wth the victims of rca, 
“The trade unions need so keep up the 
momentam in order vo exp the mcis on. 


the fringes of society where they belos 

‘Duin broad acd And Rai 
Network which involves trade unionists 
cthale misery groups and commaniy 
troche which sponds quicky wo these 
tack is going tebe essential forthe 
Seks ahed. 


National Gallery strike over cuts 


Irish Rail: 
Battle Looms Over 
Pay Cuts 


Irish Rail is looking for more 
ay cuts from their staff and has 
"a backed up by the Labour 
Court. But workers have rejected 

the biased judgement of 
notorious pre-craployer body. 
Ta crushing signal of defiance, 
over 75 percent of SIPTU and 
NRBU members rejected the 
Labour Court recommendation. 
The Court had all but 
accepted managements case for 
ay cuts- vuggeating ony that 
they last 2A months father than 
36 months, This scandalous 


ON Thursday, 5 June the National 
Gallery in Dublin was closed due t0 
a workers strike. 

Management had unilaterally at- 
tempted to withdraw 7 days leave from 
Security staff and one days premium 
PP satemene from the workers spoke 
ofthe impact these cuts will have, and 
also the continuous hardship they face. 

"Like other public sector workers 
we have suffered serious cuts to our 


wages over the last five years. Sucve 
Governments chose fo bail our the 
bankers and big developers by under 


writing their private loses in the Irish 
roperty bubble. 
Pre along with all other ordinary 


workers and taxpayers generally, bear 
the brunt oft. 
‘However the cost to maintain our 
families, mortgages and rents have not 
decreased over that time. In fact, a 
taft of new taxes on our homes and 


an impending tax on water means i 
incon more dificult wo make ends 

Speaking to Socialist Worker on the 
day Joe sad, "We came out because 
‘management have looked after them- 
selves and screwed us. 

Gader the standardisation of leave 
agreement they brought themselves 
fn to 32 days leave and us down 
ta 25 days 


Secphen, the shop steward. explained 


to Socialist Worker about the terms 
and conditions the workers have al- 
ready los: 

We have already given two and a 
half hours free a week recently, which 
is the loss of a half bour lunch break 


all for more efficiency for the Gallery 
dnd the Government 
Staff work Thursday to Thursday 


an 8 day week. working up to 8.30pm. 
Management had ample time to get 
the working hours sorted 


Cabin crew make gains after one-day strike action 


CABIN crews, who staged a one day 
strike at Aer Lingus, have forced their 
Company to take on 20 new staf and 
Engage with technical group! which 

ring in a fied fve days on and 
three days off roster for short haul 
Highs. 

Originally, management at Aer 
tae ae inay aiit 
discusion on improving the workin 
condition of cabin cren. They 


threatened workers with the lous of 

300 jabs but this did mot deter workers 

From taking strike action on 30 May. 
‘Somme of ihe media portrayed the 

cabin crew as uaressonabie. Bat 

they barely mentioned the scandal 

of + €175,000 pension and annual 

pay package ol € 1-5 milion for the 

Companys chief executive , Christoph 

Mallee 
Socialist Worker spoke to the cabin 


crew workers. Audrey explained that 

‘We were working a 13 day pattern 

with split days, sometimes 6:1:6. After 

fone day off, we had to commence work 
at 5am. 

"We have split half breaks on a 10 
hour duty. Sometimes we just get 10 
minute breaks here and there. 
fe are obsessed with sleep and 
clock watching, wondering will I have 
an hour’ sleep or something to ca. 


Hine and Ana spake shout their 
cert vastere reeling in no week and 
Titestyle balance. 

“We have had fantastic support fom 
ether IMPACT unions and grou 
Sound Iedand,inclcig eur plot 

“Teis a lat resource to go on strike, 
Int we didak bawe anyother aiat 
ther tres yenes of ying ta get Aer 
Lingus w engage in constructive al, 


recommendation -whi 


Be regarded as a neutral bod by 
workers, k operates eecively es 
Xgoverament agency, backing ur 
a policy ef reducing the wages o 
Tish workers. 


State cuts 
“The crisis in Irish Rail arises 
from a policy of cutting the state 
subvention from €171 million in 
2009 to €117 in 2014, 

Like much else in Irish society, 
money for basic public services 
is being siphoned off to pay 
bondholders and bankers debt. 

Despite these huge cuts, 
however, there has bee 


Franks claimed that the company 
‘would unilaterally impose the cuts 
if talks did not succeed in getting 
ngs from workers. 
SIPTU members have balloted 
to take industrial action if a 
attempt is made to do this while 
the NRBU has walked out of 
tall. 


SNAs: 

Sneaky Circular For 

More Cuts 

“The Department of Education 
rued a lengthy circular on 


‘Needs Assistants which 
mplications for 


Assessment for special needs 
will no longer be undertaken 
imply by professionals such 
ayia or speech and 
language thera 
government i claiming t 
will not be aware of the quantum 
‘of resources available on the 
schools and instead officials will 


Review 
There will also be annual and 
instead of 


SNA once a condition has been 
identifed. 

“The recent furore over an 
oficial letter tø a parent asking 
iFa child sull had Downes 
Syndrome is a harbinger of what 


“The aim of the new circular is 
to farther reduce the service. Even 
though there has been a growth in 
the numbers of children ooking 
for an SNA — from 38400 in 2012 
to 42,500 in 2013 ~ Quinn has set 
an artificial cap on the number of 
SNAs who can be employed. 
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Socialist Wesker 


Mother and Baby Homes: 
The aes reality of “Holy Ireland’ 


By Annee Mooney 


the Tuam Mother and Baby home 
{for fallen women’ was opened in 
1925 by the Bon Secours Sisters. 

‘Originally from France, the Seters came 
to Iland t0' nunc the sick and the poor 

Catherine Cores, a local historian bas 
highlighted the difference between the 
Sisters mission statement and what they 
practiced in the mother and baby home 

CCorless describes the eight-foot wall 
behind which home gel lived. 

The nuns described the home children’ 
as different because they were to be ‘stayed 
away from’, This reinforced belich that 
“legitimate children didn't mater, 

À fac highlighted by the death rate 
amongst children born out of wedlock, 

‘State records and Dail Debates show 
that from the 1930's onwards one in three 
children born outside mariage died within 
‘one year of their birth. This was five times 
higher than the national average 

Two children died per week between 
1943 and 1946 in Tuam. This compares 

sures from England and Wales asa 
whole where infant mortality was 56 per 
1000 in 1940. 

‘Death certificates from the Titam Mother 
and Baby home show that children died 
from a variety of illnesses from measles 
to convulsions, 


World Health Organisation 
According to the World Health 
Organon, seven out of ten childhood 
sdesha in developing counts are cused 
by poeumonis dann men ala 
and malnutiion the later ofen incr 
ing with all af the ther 

"he Cente fat iene Cont wget 
that childhood deaths in the ate 1930 
ere mainly cated by maior. Death 
from infectious diseases had diminished 
stingy by 1937. 

Diarrhoeal disease deaths had been re 
duced to tiny numbers typhoid fever hadi 
almost appeared and menses deaths bad 
tren reduced sharply 

Se an there condude that he main 
aune of death in mocher and baby homer 
Sras actualy malnutrition. 

To put i mane ny: there wasa re- 
gime in Church run Møther and Babies 
fomes to alow troublesome igitimae 
children to die 


‘The adoption business 
The abies oe ved fr more than a 
year became candidates far adoption, Death 
Ty malnourishament wasa brua! policy of 
‘weeding out’ the weaker specimens 

At the end of World War 2, Ireland 

ined a reputation among US servicemen 
ind their Wives ax an casy place to acest. 
an adoption 

They could have adopted babies in the 
US, but those with a rais disposition who 
wanted ere there was no black gener 
in their babies looked to Ireland. 

Irland at the time was dominated by 
the fundamentalist Bishop Joha Charles 
Me Quaid and his main coocern was that 
their babies would nor be sent ro Proestant 
homes. He wanted them sent to pood 
Catholic’ homes in the US 

This was the origin of the ‘babies for 
export Busines that was run by the nuns: 

With the collusion of the Frish state and 
the US embassy they transported babies — 
Without paspors or bith ceric 0 
the US fora hei fe. 

The 1952 Adoption Act wat deliberar 
Famed m suit his practice beatin 
that thee could be no adoptions before a 
baby was one year old. 

This fcttd a brutal system whereby 
mothers stayed at the religous ran insiru. 
tions, banded with their chikiren — only 10 
iee them cently whipped avay fom 


Shame and punishment 
În 1944, rwo hundred and seventy one 
children lived in the Tuam mother and 
baby home. Sixty one of the residents 


Women gather outside the Daal te show their dirt at the treatment 


were single mother 

Young expectant mothers came to the 
homne i Werk poet thir dcvery dates 
Refer by ther local parish pie these 
Crowded dermis 

‘ru the women wer forced oy 
inthe homes for three yeas unless they 
Chul pay the huge vum oF £100 ro eave 

The average wage ar the time was just 
£3 per week. in 1955 and so only those 
whe had Families with some money could 
rtou. 

Once the baby was delivered in the 
maternity unit on the ite one Ief without 
Knowing if their children lived. Thone dhat 
payed behind were the poorer women 
living in a culture of shame and silence 
for decades 

They were forced to work for the nuns 
The church declared that the hush cond. 

Even though capitation grants were 
paid to the religious orders by local a 
{hosts the women were forced to work 


long hours on hard tasks. 
They were forced to carry out humiliar 

ing and sometimes unnecessary work, such 

ss plucking gra on their hands and knees. 


They wene deprived af thcir vwm cloth- 
ing and Forced to wear 2 

"hs war designed to h 
and preven them escaping, 

pas sac policy teat Shoe-wloo hal 
a second baby ouide marriage would 
Automatically be sent to the Magdalene 
Laundry 


How the Bon Secours 
ros 

fe 194 the Bon Secours sistens warted 
ao ran bospea nthe Team arca, open 
tog a small Naning Home snd ltr s 
ope epi 

From thes anal and hort begin- 
ning the order buik up an extensnc 
privee heh sevice today ha aly 
Tien io weather paca 

on Secours i the largent private 
hospital group in Ireland with 890 bed 
ter 2.00 sa that tat ppiatey 
100.000 pairs annually 

Icha hep cated in Cork, Dulin, 
Tike and Galway tgeher witha Cane 
Village in Cork 

Te Bon Secours ia Cock opened a 
Matemity Hospital in 1958 ecg for 
oner 2.000 bith cach year that ll 


there today: 

Despite their murky past, thcir prof 
ins have increased in recent years. Pretax 
profits in 2011, for example, at the over- 
SI! hospital group grew by 20 percent to 
€11.68 million. Another company, the 
Bon Sec h System Lid based 
in Cork saw its profits rise from €219 
million to €221 million. 


Big Pharma was involved, 
tn Fane 2001 an inquiry was ordered 
into medical trials on 38 children în 
1960 and 1961, at six homes including 
Benboro. Real af those srala wert 
publitbed in the British Medial Journal 
bistrss 

Haweven, the ingtiy was baled by 
UCD Profsor Pack Menan, one of 
steamer ofthe sy 

He angst he wns too old aged 86 
and inlet defend septation, 
Tiis ling wis given by Jud: Ronan 
Keane wha had on sociation with 
Charles Haughey 

Depite the dosing domn athe inquiry 
imap e ppaeneeinyeaa 
pant of GlasoSahiline used chidren 
he hamer far media tes 


Wellcome administered drug tia for 
vaccines for tetanus, palio and rubella to 
hildren a thee homer Irom 1960 to 
1973 No coment wan sought fom th 

The children involved were ater identi 
fod by recond ent fom GlaroSmithkline 
and letters were sent to them compel 
ling them to attend the Laffoy Inquiry, 
But despite thin che whole inquiry was 
cloned down. 

Farther investigation into the role of 
this pharmaceutical company and UCD 
medical department is now required 

The role af the sisters in running hov- 
pt and their part in sacrificing chidren 
For pharmaceutkal companies w carry out 
drug ial could be considered. 

"There in, for example, some evidence 
that the bodies of some children from 
Mother and Baby Homes were given to 
anatomy departmenus in Irish universities 
for medical research. 

“The Birth Mother groups have called 
for nuppon through compo and 
removed from hospitals, schools and 
Politics, there will be no justice for the 


A Seismic Shift in Irela 


In the wake of the recent collapse of the Irish Labour party and 
the continuing decline of the traditional right—Kieran Allen 
looks at the prospects for socialists in the coming months, arguing 
that the vise of Sinn Fein should be met with qualified enthusiasm 


oting does not change society — but it can 

\ j indicate the shifts and changes in political 

consciousness, The results of the May 2014 

local and European elections show that a seismic 
shift is occurring 

“This shift will not be reflected in the decisions 
of local councils. 

Ireland has a highly centralised form of local 
government with most power vested in unelected 
‘managers, who have been renamed CEOs 

‘Councillors, who think that they bring change 
from inside this fundamentally undemocratic struc 
ture, lose the plot. 

“They get suckered into supporting austerity 
budgets in return for gain 
cil officials, 

Ireland's clientalist style of politics, where votes 
are traded for favours, will continue. 

But the shift in voting patterns will have much 
deeper, longer term consequences because it is 
breaking up Ireland's notorious two and a half 
party system. 


yg Favours from coun- 


Tectonic shifts away from the right 

From 1932 to 2002, Fianna Fail scored an aver- 
age of 45 percent of the vote 

Fine Gael meanwhile scored 30 percent, giving 
them a combined total of three quarter ofall vores 
cast, The Labour Party made up the ‘all’, xor 
ing an average of 11 percent and then, some 
propping up one of the right wing parties in office. 

The seale of the change in 2014 is breathtaking 
Between them FE and FG only took 4% of the 
votes in the local elections and 44% in the Euro 


ection. 

In the Dublin euro and local elections, their 
combined vote declined to just 28%, 

Two main factors are at play behind this steep 
decline, 

‘One is that Fianna Fail has lo 
cover Irish workers. 

Fianna Fail dominated Irish politics in the past 
because its vote was evenly spread across the social 


clases 
This meant that between 40 and 459% of manual 
workers voted for it. The Fianna Fail vision of linking, 


succes stories for Irish capitalism with working dass 
advance had a particular appeal in a country that 
had been colonised. The crash of 2008 and Fianna 
Fails role in propping up bankers and building 
bosses broke apart this hegemony and there are 
few signs that it can regain its position 

True, it gained 259% of the votes in local elections 
and returned the highest numberof councillors. But 
ite support base came from the most conservative 
and rural parts of Ireland, particularly in a midlands 
stretch from Cavan down to Kilkenny 

Igained only 16% ofthe votes in the Dublin area 
just about half of what they received in Connacht- 
Ulster. lts local election share in Dublin was hi 
than the 12% share that its Euro candidate got. 

The second factor has been the sharp decline in 
Fine Gael since 2011 

Before the crash of the Cel 


tive right wing governmer 
Fine Gael at its core. 
Yer Fine Gaels support was always drawn from 
the upper profesionals and the bigger farmers. 
Tr became the largest party after 2011 only be- 
voters thought that 


cause many flotin 


quickest way of ridding the country of Fianna Fail 
It never had a strong support base vork: 

ers and is now shrinking back to tional 

heartlands. 

Labour Pains 


The final clement of the break-up of the two and 
half party system is the demise of the Labour Paty 
which gained only 

The Irish Labour Party's main support base is 
among the liberal upper professional groups and 
toa lesser extent skilled manual workers 

thas abwaya been weak among unskilled manual 
workers who have moved predominantly to Sin 
Fein, 

Even though their performance in Dublin is 
marginally higher than for the country as a whole. 
it is will weaker than the combined radical left 

Fit stays in coalition any longer, it will go the way 


ofthe Greek Labour Party, Pasok. — into oblivion. PBP Councilors Brid Smith, Sompa Stapleton and Tina Mac Veigh celebrate their recent success in the local election 


Anti-austerity policies raise Sinn Fein into a ‘ 


he big winner in the election was Sinn 
Fein and Gerry Adams boast that they are 
now Ireland's largest party is accurate. The 


party won because it deployed a determined anti- 


austerity rhetoric that cuts across the mainstream 

Te attacked the troika of Fianna Fail. Fin 
Gael and Labour and argued that these had made 
‘political choices’ in favour of the upper class and 
against low and middle income Ireland. 


In the case of Mary Lou McDonald and to a 
leser extent Pearse Doherty, the population found 
national voices that expressed their own feelings 


Sinn Fein’ rise. therefore, did not e 
a sudden surge of nationalism but primarily from 
Ste anti-austerity agenda. IF anything, Luke Ming 
Flanagan was beter able to tap into à more left 
nationalist anti EU mood than Sinn F 

But as well as its anti-austerity policies, there is 
another aspect to Sinn Fein that has rarely bee 
noticed. 

Tr presents itself as the ‘credible’ left party 
that is able to do business with its establishment 
opponents in a wap that the radical left cannot- In 
other words it is 'a party of government 

The emphasis on being a potential gover 


the EU strictures on public spending and 
frames its economic policy on the basis that the 
public sector deficit must be reduced to 3 percent 
by 2016. 
Ík proposes a series of measures on taxing high 
“such as a thi 


incomes and unproductive wea 


tax band for those earning over €100,000 or 
2 10 income tax. But it carefully avoids 
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ripe ts dos fpe srat are 
pa 
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capitals s 


2s political managers extends tothe culture of 
the elite. Martin McGuinne: 

for Queen Elizabethi role in the pe 
odd for a radis 

of it, for the 
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rs when they get into the 


paries 
The major difference between Sinn 


and the radical left is thar Y 


sements as an adjunct prop 
the Dal So Sinn Fein opposed 
bur refused a bocon 


il oppose the w 
vel mat pash ‘people pomes 
mary mechanism 
it promises that Sina Fe 
abolish thes 

In the current political es 


CHARGES"! 


ad's Political Landscape 


The rise of 
the radical Left 


arty of government’ 


realism of Sinn Fein fits with the mood ofw 
‘Worker are moving to the left ~ but they ar 
1o while mil feeling demorlsed. Major dekara 
Bave been inficted becanae the uno leader 
deliberately took their movement "out of the 
Equation of protese, as SIPTU Jack O' Connor 
$ In the context of defeat, only a minority of 


th pert defeat the government 

Thar why the honeymoon with Sinn Fein 
camproenies wih he etablchenest or hy pin 
the confidence r fight for themes. 


What would a Sinn Fein government 
look like? 


In the immediate aftermath of the ele 


patterns emerged in local government 
Th some cases, Fianna Fail and Fi 
thee and dropped all pretene 
hostility 


sical element 


hey faced a threat from more r 


up the co 


and simply car 


South Dublin, Sinn Fein took a lead in forming 
local pacts and did a deal with Labour and the 
Greens. Sinn Fein had attacked the establishment 
parties vigorously during the election but did deals 
with them afterwards, 


for the ruling clas as it would 
nature of Ireland’ politi 
‘Or Sinn Fein could er 


capitalism, but the problem i 


has already ruled out any attacks 


mo organisations, 
"Tite 
Profit and 


the Alliance 
mide a moden” 
breakthrough is this 
election winning 

29 council seats 
iberween them and 
scoring 15 percent 

of the vote in Dublin, 
more than twice that 
of the Labour Party. 

“These organisations 
gaini other lefi groups and 
independents - should enter into 
discussions about how they can work 
together in social movements and explore 
what type of electoral arrangements the 

igh want for the fatures n 7 

e obstacle to sch a development 
may ted claim that Bri 
Smith should nor have stood in the 
Dublin Euro election and even that she 
denied Paul Murphy a seat. 

The reality, however, is that the 
Socialist party walked out of the United 
Left Alliance because of disagreements 
with Clare Daly. 

Given that there was no formal 
structure for discussing who might be 
a candidate, each organisation had 
to pursue its own strategy. 

foreover, the ‘if onl 
claim that Paul Murphy 
ould have won a set By 
himself makes little sense. 

Both candidates had 
different bases, with Brid 
Smith drawing more 
support from the workis 
dis eatenathet S 
the ciy and 

sible to simply add 
Feir respective shares 
together and daim one 
aere 
Era 

lical left were caught 
peppy ce 
phe ability ofa candidate 
like Nessa Childers to 
collect transfers from all 

quarters. 


is embarking on a major 
period of expansion, 
From the outset, 
it made a pledge 
mot to von far any 
council budget that 
involved more cuts 
or join any pa 
wth ight wing 
parties, 
Tisan 
alliance between 
revolutionar, 
socialists and those 
who have come out 
ofa host of struggles. 
‘That alliance ia not simply 
built on a narrow economic agenda but 
embraces social demands for equality and 


riority for People 
Before Profit is to help build up 
grassroots resistance to water metering 
and water charges. 


y has exerci 
A real campaign needs to be mounted 
Pee press SIPTU to 
disafhiliate from a 
arty that has 
Pielped 1o 


members. 
Tn the 

immediate 

future, the 


fore Trish 


T opportunit 
wbai 7 
rapidly to take 
advantage of the 
changing political 

landscape. 


Brid Smit was People Before Profit candidate in Euro election 


ist Werker 


G secianist werter 


Resistance to Water Charges intensifies 


ust before their thrashing in the 
Local and European elections, Fine 
Gacl-Labour announced that the 
Frage cost of water charges per house- 
hold would be €250 a year. 

They claimed this would encourage 
‘conservation’ anda carrot was produced 
in the form ofa ‘fee’ annual water al- 
lowance of30,000 litres per household. 

Repeating the bullying threats of 
€200,000 a year boss of Irish Water, 
John Tierney, Phil Hogan declared that 
water pressure would be turned down 
twa trickle’ for people who dont pay: 

The figure of €250 a year is nonsense 


ESRI 
A recent ESRI report sponsored by the 
government reveals cha the cost of water 
in every home in the country will be as 
high as €500 a year. 

The report also says water charges 
would rapidly increase over coming 
years, leaving 160,000 pensioners, single 
people, lone parent families and large 
households unable co afford the bills 


and at risk of water poverty: 

Unless we stop them, Irish Water will 
be able to sek an annual hike in water 
charges from the Energy Regulator if 
households trying to conserve water 
usage hit their profis! 


This bog a 
ina joke. The greatest cause of water 
waste is leakage, with 41% of supply lost 


from antiquated pipes that successive 


governments failed to invest in, 
the €1 billion spent on water meter 
ing were invested in repairing leaky pipes 
there would be no need for water charges 
FG/Labour’s derisory 30,000 units 


On the Frontline of Resistance to Metering 


ocialist Worker spoke to 
S Georgina, a local resident in 

panepen 
helping to organise resistance to 


the metering in the area. 


Hi Georgina. You have one of 
the most successful grassroots 
campaigns to date. Maybe you 
‘ould let us know when you 
first realised that irish Water 
were coming into Clondalkin? 


“When I got their little booklet 
in my door telling me they were 
going to be here within the 
month. That’s when I decided 
something needed to be done 
about i 

We had to tell everybody 
50 300 leaflets for estates were 
rinted saying water meters were 
imminent. 

We called a street meeting 
on the local green and 45 
people turned up. They voted 
unanimously to oppose the 
metering and not let them into 
our estate. 

At the street meetings people 
started to talk about the Property 
‘Tax and austerity. There's a lot of 
anger and it gets very political! 

We also invited every 
Councillor in Clondalkin but 


will get you just one five-minute shower, 
two brushes of your teeth with the water 
running and one flush of the toilet per 
day before you pay the full cost. 

Turning water into a commodity 
and forcing us pay for iis yet another 
savage way of making us suffer for the 
economic crimes of bankers and the 
wealthy 

Tes also a scam to make vast profits 
forthe rich. 

The government has slashed public 
spending to pay off the bondholders, 
including cutting back on investment 
in the water infrastructure. 

They intend to make ws pay the Fall 
cont’ for water instead, Irish Water has 
also declared its intention to increase 
private sector involvement and to make 
the system of charging lucrative ahead 


ee ee ee 
re Profit has turned up and 
he's been a tremendous help with 

Residents agreed that these are 
to be peaceful protests. 

‘We will never cause criminal 
damage and we dont attack the 
water workers. 

You speak politely but if any 
don't listen, we'll climb into the 
meter holes if we have to! 

Perhaps you could describe the 
‘mood at the meetings and key 
decisions made? 


‘The mood is RESISTANCE! 
People were sitting at home 
thinking they're the only ones 
that want to fight. 

“Then they come out and see 
their neighbours. They're talking 
to each other and building 
resistance with each other. It’s a 
great atmosphere and bringing 
community spirit back as well! 
‘They've now become so popular, 
we're having to call bigger and 
bigger street meetings. But we 
have to keep the fight going 
because momentum is i 

How are we forcing Irish Water 
out of our estates? Because we're 


organised! 


Police protect water meters im Tonlegee Drive (Dublin) 


of planned privat 
These charges are the final straw and 


people across the county are starti 


their houses gain confidence 


in numbers and organise succesful te 


sistance in a growing fightback against 


stering in their estares. 


Resistance and People Power 


Protests against the installation of water 


meters by Sierra, a company owned by 
lger 
Denis O'Brien. gained ies first complete 


FG donor and billionaire tax do 


‘story when local activists and residents 


in Togher, Co. Cork. 


Irish Water was forced to re-enter 


ped attempes to meter their estate 


the estate and remove the xix remainis 


meters previously installed! 
This success has inspired similar pro- 


tests to spread and there are currently 
water meter protests underway in Sligo. 
Kells, Raheny, Swords, Kimmage and 
elsewhere. 


Some of the largest and most effective 


resistance ix happening in Clondalkin. 
The frst step in building this kind 

of resistance to metering is: 
B When Irish Water notifies estates 
re coming. a street meeting, 


cdiately called in the middle of 


the estate 
B Doors are Ayered and neighbours 
encouraged to come out and join. 

BE A vorc is then taken on the best t: 


to employ and this decision belongs to 


moh 
a mobile network created to let each 


e numbers are gathered and 


penan know when theres an attempted 


metering in the area. 
I When Irish Water vans do enteran 
estate, large numbers of people arrive 
to sit down and block the road in front 
of them. 

B Local People Before Profit repre- 
sentatives and other groups and parties 
opposed to water charges are contacted 
to help coordinate community resit- 
ance with the residents. 


Right2 Water 


je Right2Water Campaign 
was launched in April by 
over 200 activists and 

is holding public meetings 

to build towards a mass 

demonstration after the 


holidays on 20 September. 

Having mobilised locally, the 
street meetings are now voting 
to support the demo and link up 
nationally with other ant-water 
charges groups to bring the 
fight against this government 
right to their own doorstep. 

‘Areas already metered or 
where installation won't happen 
betore the 2015 deadline 
can also hold R2W meetings 
and call a mobilisation for 20 
September. 

From there, lets build a 
massive grassroots movement 
in our estates, workplaces and 
on the streets, escalating the 
struggle when the bills land in 
January 2015. 

The people of Bolivia showed 
how to get rid of a government 
who tried to privatise their 
water supply. We can do the 
same here! 


In Ronanstown we knew they 
were coming. We got 20 residents 
out and said to Irish Water, we 
don't want your meters. They 
said fair enough, turned around 
and left. 

‘What's important is not even 
waiting for their letter - just text 
beforehand, spread the word and 
keep your eyes and ears on the 
street!” 

Finally, what are the next stages 
of the campaign? 

‘The campaign is growing and 


growing. Its going into other 
estates and residents there are 
leafleting and doing things for 
themselves. We have a great 
network going. There's now 
1,000 people involved in the 
‘campaign and another 2,000 are 
on our Clondalkin Meter Watch 
facebook page. 

But this isnt just a Clondalkin 
thing. It’s a national protest! So 
when we march on Clondalkin 
council offices on 25 June, we'll 
be bringing everyone together 


and mobilising them to join the 
national demo on 20 September. 
Make no mistake. We're ready 
for Irish Water and we'll keep 
protesting! Tomorrow we'll be 
in another estate at 7.30 in the 
‘morning. 
None of us are giving up this 
battle against water charges 
and the politicians that support 
them. They're condemning us to 
austerity for generations to come. 
And I'm gonna be here fighting 
for my kids.” 


‘Secialist Werker T 


The rise of the Far-Right in Europe 


Bran 0 Boye 


fhe Eurozone crisis is now into its 
seventh year Across Europe, main- 
stam parties haye attempred to cope 


watıthis disaster by imposing the costs onno 
Working people 
p Banik bailouts and amet bave boen 
the sock response of the political ena 
maene, as conervatier an social democrats 
have united in their attempts w solve the 
‘crisis in the interests of capial, In Franee, 
the Socialist Party replaced Sarkozy's UMP 
with litike change in economie policy. In 
Britain ir was the other way aroud, with 
driw initiated by Labour. Unsurprisingly 
ished inulesble senin on the po“ 

In che South, thc genuine kft hasbeen the 
princie beneficiary rencang sapport from 
Sova democracy acro the Mediterranean 
In Greece, the radical left colton, Syriza 
bas become the leading parey oa 27% in the 
European ckections - destroying PASOK in 
the proces In Portugal, the Left Bloc has 
tur firmly etabled sl 

‘While in Spin the rise of the United 
Left and Podemos ha rocked the PSOE 
with a combined vote of 18% and I seats 
inthe European parliament 

‘Where auri hasbeen hanert, the left People's Party: This wing of thc hard-righe 
have succeeded in directing publicangerro has ewentally used the ers wo demone 


e nea A ee 
ues ea | NA aes 
Tia aiti-capita lat sustinent has bern) Bave bena strachd. Rassaa for achats infiltrated the police, killed migrants and 


slaag oe Si eee i arar ojama a ayoa ter eee pastiri asi ii mea 
freer fest reaper Gr aphal ray taran ta tu Gaara 
tal clay cooky dees cen tien bu particularly dre 

Right wing extremism ramak ranarauroy air ira 
Tne ae of the krigh is mowundeniiks, Acro e EU fan about moutre ani in Europe, u vaten ocean put hee 
The newiy farmed Europe fred and ably are being ibed by rca pelican kapen ia Span, vha tka mo bon 
Damcniypeup baspa maami SMEP: unkaa mi pain delet Sapiens enh dinen Crna the Bsc Golden Dew 
omahan roisutercatimalattcint'Tee of their poke. Nip Fange poet pied up 1OW af the vost healer 
Fascists alvo made gains in the EU elections. example of this phenomenon. The UKIP 40% gained by Syriza, 

Foner Hi ieperenttsttkectelioe etry pobit selenid c-e ler Teast ett cro 
axel pte Atta the es pil qi beth aby of thesaads cf faces eh 
Apel the waneecsoorthc pap Drinking pnt and spouting acim i Marine La Pen adr of te openly Front National, mbo oped te pl tte "Foe now ct pay ating 


boots in order to appeal t a wider consi 


ery. Banken in France and Germany may his strategy to connect with a section of 
ists with the fascists also increasing their ene, However in time they will no doubt 


have caused the crisis, but it was workers he British public that is righefully angry at given so much attention by the 


in Spain and Portugal that were blamed theesablihmeneand kartul for the future. media. Nedra renga the bencha they support base. Feveal their true colours AU of this means 
for i severity UKIP managed to get 27% ofthe voter receive fo people varning their anger eaf that the radical lef hasan incredible amount 
This created the context far an ulazna: in the latest European ction largely by from the cits. Hand right partic helpo The Fascists of spony 

tional cherie against supped prsies channeling peoples legitimate hatred of achieve this and so tbey ukimascly work ana Having taken over the Front National" ‘The rae of the right cannot be separated 
in he so-called PIGS, Parueslike the True austerity onto European bureaucrats, and vymbsorie rlarionship with the mainream from her father, Marine L Pen has guided from the strategy of governments to make 
Finns and the Austrian Freedom Party four., foreign migrants subline this openly racist parny to 25% in the late un pay for the riis of capitalium. The far 


ished in thin environments an worker wahin This seranegy has borne frui foe thepopu- Meanwbie the centre-left hawe been div. cctv Tef wanes slaty. hope and participatory 

these countries were encouraged to believe list right acrons the EU-butfako helps graceful in allowing shis wohappen Jaweed This gives the FN 22 of 74 seats, make democracy: The far righi wants kear, division 

thease they were experiencing eed to protect the ruling clames. Spouring ants pnp foreigners the Socles inthis irony amriimmnigrant parry the and the dictatorship of property. We cant 

Fom ‘hind out w thc poorer neighbours. entabluhmen rherork allows tae hard righ in France and the Berish Labour parny hare largest bloc in one of the most powerful wit back and hope that people power wil 
Thisalso helps w account far same ofthe ro seem like outer, while hey actually openly conceded that there is a problema States of the European project. Fac is ultimately mph 

ani-EU sentiment sized upon by popu- take the heat off capital Sh megan, also on the ris in Hungary where jobbik We must act now to build up our forces 
ts parties suchas UKIP and the Danish Thiel to explain why theyhavebeen = "Thit has inevitably emboldened therac- polled 1% of the vores in Api ational in the name of humanity 


‘The cell block is a microcosm of class society’ says jailed Egyptian revolutionary 
Leading Egyptian Revolutionary Socialist and human rights lawyer Mahienour et Massy is serving a tivo year sentence for taking part în a protest 
in Alexandria. She aso faces other charges with the possibility of an even longer sentence. Below is a portion ofa letier written from prison. 


‘Women's Prison and joined the other | belonging to the Muslim Brotherhood, 
inmates in Call Block 1, the ection | and are facing charges which could 


of the prison for those conviced of | lead wa dest sentence, They wee 
poen financial crisan Leanenly | anced at randam and ther derention 
Tink of one shing, "lets tear down chis | was renewed in January without ever 
am span. Coming before a court: 

We must never oot what wee | Freer far Un Abed who hart 
relly fighting bor in de maka ofall | seen bee children for 8 year Fredo 
ureter bate, the goals for whic | for Um Dina who is the breadwinner 
S a losing comrade and cada, | for her Gry Feeedam for Narama 
We manant became a campaign far | wh got inno debt ia onder ra oed her 
the mime ofa particular peras and | dhdern Freedom for Faa, Walaa, 
foeget he demands ofthe Egypaan | Kawthar, Sanaa, Dawa, Samia, Irman, 
people who want opn bod oa the | Amal and Marat 
bbe, Gur pain nog to che, We 

A dhe sen tine as we at chanting | bth thee ae athens wh wl miy 
appre the Protest Law we should be | they ae prod so bave kaawn us, but 
fighting ta being dawa dem society. | these women will any be eovemisead 
We aerd to organise ourselves, engage | with pride at thcir own family 
ith people, talk va them abaut phen. 

Fighe ofthe poor and our solutions to | "Lets bring down this clais socierys 


mounting injustice. but we will never be able to do this 
We need to call for freedom for the | iF we forget those who are truly 
poor so that people do nor ferl that we | oppresed. 
are distant from them. Mabienour el-Maury 
IE we are going to raise the slogan of | Cell, Block J, Damanbour Women 
freedom for anyone, let it be feedom | Prison 


Mahienour an a protest (Pic Revolutionary Socialists) 


C1 don't know much about what has | imagine that just as when someone else | “frendom for so-and-so or “the bravest | for Sayida, Heba and Fatma, thre 22 May 2014 
happened outside since my prison | in our circles was jailed, cyberspace | are in jail” and so on ls T met in the Alexandria Security | soarana wa — 
sentence was confirmed, But T is fling up with slogans demanding | But ever since I entered Damanhour | Dizectorate. They are accused of cramer negptg bemeedaruntehe og 


B sectanet werter 


Socialists: Worker 


Tam nota unionist or a nationalist 


but a socialist’ says Gerry Carroll. 


Gerry Carroll's stunning election victory in the Black Mountain ward of Belfast has opened up the possibility of socialist politics growing in the North. Many commentators were at odds to expl: 
how a left wing candidate almost topped the pol in a constituency regarded as Sinn Fein's heartland. 

But Gerry Carroll's victory did not come out of nowhere. He has long been active in left wing politics in Belfast and was once banned from entering the city centre by a right wing judge who 
claimed that he was stoking up trouble during a student demonstration. 

‘The charges brought against him by the PSNI were a transparent attempt to hinder socialist activity in Belfast. 

On his first day on entering Belfast City Council, Gerry Carroll was asked by one of the officials where he would like to sit. He was told that seats on one side was for the unionists and those on 
‘the other side were for the nationalists. 


“The remark summed up the North in a microcosm. I answered that ‘Tam not a nationalist or a unionist but a socialist; Gerry Carrol said. 
Socialist Worker spoke with the new West Belfast councillor who puts his victory down to a combination of hard work and radical politics. 

How did you manage to break the laoled at us ike we had two heade ‘Around Casement we campaigned with and Sinn Fein have abandoned any left sucs from the foor af Belfast City Counc 

‘mould for teft wing candidates in But People Before Profi has eared a residents against an unwanted development wing principles they once had Tye been able ro do that already in the 
the North? reputation as consistent opponents to cuts while the SDLP and Sina Fein did the On the fip side ofthe coin the Unionist inaugural meeting by pointing out the hy- 
"We were elected because over the years and privatisation. oppone parties do abolutly nothing for ordinary poerisy of councilors giving themselves a 

we have built alcii wingbae in Wes feller Wee campaigned ona rangeofissues We organised large public meetings Protestas are backward in tams af LGBT pay rise while public sector workers are 

ie campaigned ona wide range ofiaucs over the pears s0 1t no surprise to methat and proteste against the handover of et isucs, and have shown nothing but con- faced with a pap frere, 

aver the years and will continue to doso. We have done well Sam centres tempt for ethnic minorities, But the reality is that for real change 
T think people have seen us paningin Over the coming weeks we will seek- Bellsr i beingmshapedbya nemdiberal "Peter Robinson's recent commente we nced people onthe ground t Join ot 

the work on the ground and we have of- to deliver on what we mid in our election agenda. about Muslime were a disgrace and his jn the fight 3 

fered a clear political alternative. manifosto. Wellcontinuc to expose those We believe that we need people power. merk apology was an insul to those peo- Wat an impasse here Stormont has 
Many are fed up with the politicians parties who are imposing cuts against eve- to heip ight shupeitfr ondinary people. pke he offended. Quite frankly he should instirurionalised carn divisions instead 

and our vote is an indication that there is rything from Irish language groups to our J must be a great feeling to be the bave resigned. of actually challenging them, 

a real denie for an alternative. Health Service. frst socialis{ elected to Belfast Someone in his position should chal- jr will be a lone acd hard strugle to 
You were elected quite What sort of campaigns have you City Council for decades... lenge racism not open the door for racists. change this society but our result in the 


comfortably taking the 3* seat out been involved in in West Belfast? 1r is a fantastic fecling, and I have to 


How do you hope to build rom lection has shown that with the right 
0f 7, Were you a little bit surprised We have a long history ofcampaigning thank everyone who voted for me, but fere? 


politics we can make serious steps forward 


by how well you polled? in West Belfast - against water charges, car this is just the beginning. We will carry on doing what we are Ultimately we aim to unite people, 
No, becuse thereisalotofangerhere parking tres inary dorum, the slal We want ths wo bet birth afa new doing and we hope people wil join us Catholic and Protestant, on a chass basis, 
and think it isthe same story wth every of Andenonstown arrack ste- to name type of plies inthe North. People are in the fight to challenge the sectarian divide and to 
Constituency in the North Buta few B ap wih the canis qn Wenn socialists and we ned cvs. ight for a diferent type of society that 
(On the moming of the count we rok On the doorsteps we found the imac” Nane ofthe maja paries re pees Having a councillor ected will makea pats peopl before pro 

allaf the joumas tat wetiouphtwe pei mat sappared amon wasoarap. thetasasefmateg dass pati The big diese Ayo wa agres with u then we 


would take a seat and to be frank, they postion to curs in the Royal hospital. SDLP are past their political sell by date Now wecan highlight working classis- would ask them to join us in the fight. 


Inside page 2: Anti-racists mobilise in Belfast 


